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ASDS  
Dermatologic Surgery 
Preceptorship Program
The American Society for Dermatologic Surgery is committed to advancing the 
specialty of dermatologic surgery through innovation, education, leadership 
and excellence. Thus, we are pleased to extend the Dermatologic Surgery 
Preceptorship Program into 2014. 

The ASDS Preceptorship Program provides young dermatologists the opportunity 
to visit the institution or practice of an established dermatologic surgeon. This 
exclusive ASDS program has proven successful in providing a non-conventional 
learning environment to perfect skills in core areas of practice as well as 
advancing skills in those areas of the specialty programs:

•	 Blepharoplasty	 •	 Lifts: Face, Brow, Neck and S-Lift

•	 Chemical Peel	 •	 Reconstruction	

•	 Dermabrasion	 •	 Skin Cancer Surgery

•	 Fillers/Neuromodulators	 •	 Treatment of Venous Disease

•	 Laser	 •	 Other Dermatologic Surgery Procedures

•	 Liposuction

The goals of the Preceptorship Program are to:

•	 Provide a venue for ASDS members to expand their skills and  
knowledge in a particular technique or surgical procedure.

•	 Enhance and complement the surgical skills of young dermatologists 
in various surgical procedures, especially those not predominantly 
emphasized in residency or fellowship programs.

•	 Provide ASDS members, who serve as preceptors, the opportunity to  
raise the level of dermatologic surgery through mentoring.

The ASDS Dermatologic Surgery Preceptorship Program continues to provide 
hands-on training, foster professional relationships and perpetuate the cycle of 
knowledge and sharing among expert and rising dermatologic surgeons.

HISTORY  The ASDS Preceptorship Program was introduced in 2002 as a part 
of the Society’s ongoing dedication to advancing the specialty and skills of 
dermatologic surgeons. This exclusive educational opportunity to learn first-hand 
from noted experts in the specialty would otherwise be unavailable to surgeons  
in training and ASDS members who seek to further enhance skills.

FOSTERING RELATIONSHIPS  In many instances, the preceptees continue to 
have personal relationships with their preceptor long after the preceptorship has 
completed. ASDS encourages continued active correspondence and mentoring 
between the preceptee and the preceptor.

OBSERVERSHIP  ASDS preceptorships typically provide the experience of an 
observership. The availability of hands-on experience depends upon local practice 
or institutional requirements for licensure and insurance coverage. Applicants are 
encouraged to seek information defining the nature of each preceptor’s training 
program.

ASDS EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE WORK GROUP
Marc D. Brown, MD, Chair                                                              
Nicholas B. Countryman, MD 
Rebecca Fitzgerald, MD
Hassan Galadari, MD
Monica L. Halem, MD 
Jared R. Jagdeo, MD
M. Christine Lee, MD, MPH 
Marian Northington, MD
Melanie Palm, MD, MBA
Rebecca C. Tung, MD           

PRECEPTOR PROGRAM PROFILES

The ASDS Dermatologic Surgery Preceptorship 
Program was overwhelmingly successful; every 
dollar pledged was fully expended in attaining the 
professional goals of the program participants. The 
program also succeeded in achieving two foremost 
goals of ASDS...to promote excellence in the field 
of dermatologic surgery and to foster the highest 
standards in patient care.
 

By observing how another dermatologic surgeon 
practices in the academic setting, I am better 
able to incorporate the most successful aspects 
of various academic physicians’ practices into my 
future practice. 
 – Christopher Urban, MD 

I was able to learn about new lasers and many 
new techniques with respect to cosmetic 
injectables. This ASDS Preceptorship was a 
wonderful experience.  
– Erik Domingues, MD

This was an invaluable experience in cutaneous 
and reconstructive surgery, laser medicine, 
aesthetic dermatology as well as evidence-based 
dermatology and patient care/education. Not 
only was it important to see these procedures 
performed, but it was interesting to see how 
time was spent with the patient to ensure he 
or she is fully aware of potential outcomes 
and wound healing. My ASDS preceptorship 
diversified my training.  
– Melanie Wong, MD

This preceptorship experience contributed 
significantly to my overall thinking process when 
dealing with repairs of complex surgical defects. 
This experience has further strengthened my 
surgical expertise and I am honored to have 
taken part in this program.  
– Austin Liu, MD 

In addition to the valuable experience in 
observing various procedures, I believe the 
greatest learning was in the art of handling 
patients. The art of medicine is the hardest  
part of medicine to master.  
– Tanya Kormeili, MD 

The quantity of procedures observed and the 
quality of the teaching from the physicians made 
this ASDS preceptorship experience unparalleled. 
I have a new perspective of how I will realistically 
incorporate cosmetic surgery into my future daily 
practice. I will certainly feel more comfortable 
doing procedures in my future practice.  
– Rachel Pritzker, MD

Equipped with this invaluable experience,  
I feel much more confidant providing  
optimal care to my surgical patients in  
my future career as a dermatologic  
surgeon.  
– Razieh Soltani, MD 

I was able to observe various injection-based 
techniques and fortunate to get exposure to  
the different lasers and light-based therapies  
and learn about their indications. The physicians 
were great mentors and provided me with very 
useful career advice. Not only did I learn practical 
skills, I also learned about practice management 
by watching a successful practice in action.  
– Katie Beleznay, MD



APPLICATION PROCESS, DEADLINE AND STANDARDS

To apply for the ASDS Preceptorship Program, complete the application  
enclosed in the brochure and submit it to ASDS with a postmark no later than 
May 12, 2014. All color photographs must be sent electronically  
to hherron@asds.net 

A complete application requires the following:

•	 Application information

•	 Preceptor information/signature (may be a faxed signature)

•	 Specific area of focus

•	 Funding requests

•	 Applicant curriculum vitae

•	 Applicant essay

•	 Electronic copy of applicant color photograph

•	 Letter of support from the resident’s program chair

•	 Completeness of application, including all attachments

Applications will be accepted based on the merit of:

•	 The applicant’s career goals.

•	 Educational goals of the preceptorship and any specific project.

•	 How the applicant believes the preceptorship will impact one’s future  
or current practice in dermatologic surgery.

Upon completion of the program, preceptees are required to write a 500-word 
report detailing their experience for publication in Currents.

LIMITATIONS The program is open to all Fellows of ASDS, third-year residents 
(or second-year residents so long as the preceptorship occurs during the third 
year of residency) and physicians in fellowship training programs. All applicants  
to the Dermatologic Surgery Preceptorship Program must be members of ASDS,  
either in a qualified dermatologic residency or fellowship program or board-
certified in dermatology. Preceptors will be limited to one preceptee per 
year. Should multiple applications for one preceptor be received, the 
preceptor will be contacted to choose the application most meritorious.

PRECEPTORSHIP Applicants will choose their preceptor from the list of ASDS 
Fellows who have agreed to serve in this capacity. Preceptors must sign the 
application indicating their willingness to participate according to the agreed-
upon timeframe. If a preceptor is not on the ASDS-approved list, he or she 
must provide a curriculum vitae to accompany the application upon submission. 
Interested preceptors should be an ASDS member in good standing, at least 
five years out of training, have teaching experience as well as experience in a 
leadership role. The process for approving new preceptors shall occur as the 
application is being considered. While preceptees are the primary beneficiaries of 
the program, those who serve as preceptors also will find the experience to be 
personally rewarding.

ACCEPTANCE A letter of approval verifying acceptance of any application  
must be provided by ASDS to the preceptor before a preceptorship begins. 
Preceptors are discouraged from scheduling preceptorships without first receiving 
verification from ASDS.

FUNDING The funds provided to each preceptee will be determined based on 
their estimated expenses. For those who wish to support their own preceptorship,
a minimum of $100 (in U.S. dollars) in expenses must be requested. The Educational 
Exchange Work Group is responsible for the final decision on funding for each 
preceptorship awarded. 

DURATION The duration of each preceptorship program will depend on the 
goal of the application and available funding. Each preceptorship must 
run for a minimum of one week. It is the discretion of the applicant to 
recommend the length of the preceptorship. ASDS preceptorships may begin in 
June 2014 and must be completed by DECEMBER 23, 2014.

ASDS PRECEPTORS 
ASDS Fellows who are nationally recognized as experts in a particular 
procedure, technique or area of training serve as preceptors. They 
are surgeons recognized as published authors, national speakers and 
educators in a stated area of expertise.

ASDS is grateful to these dermatologic surgeons who have extended 
their expertise to others in pursuit of progress, growth and excellence in 
dermatologic surgery, and the highest standards of patient care.  

  Murad Alam, MD
*Tina S. Alster, MD
*Kenneth A. Arndt, MD
Sarah Tuttleton Arron, MD
*Marc R. Avram, MD
  Mathew M. Avram, MD, JD
  David E. Bank, MD
*Kenneth R. Beer, MD
  Ernest A. Benedetto, MD
  Anthony V. Benedetto, DO
*Richard G. Bennett, MD
  Marc E. Boddicker, MD
  Melissa Bogle, MD
  Jeremy S. Bordeaux, MD, MPH
  Glen M. Bowen, MD
*Gary J. Brauner, MD
  Jonith Y. Breadon, MD
*Harold J. Brody, MD
*Marc D. Brown, MD
  Cheryl M. Burgess, MD
*Kimberly J. Butterwick, MD
  Valerie D. Callender, MD
  John A. Carucci, MD, PhD
*Lawrence K. Chang, MD
  David Ciocon, MD
  Joel L. Cohen, MD
*Jonathan L. Cook, MD
*Fran Elesha Cook-Bolden, MD
*Sue Ellen Cox, MD
  Terrence A. Cronin, Jr., MD
*Bari B. Cunningham, MD
*Theodore J. Daly, MD
  Sid Danesh, MD
  Heidi B. Donnelly, MD
*Lisa M. Donofrio, MD
*Jeffrey S. Dover, MD, FRCPC
*Zoe D. Draelos, MD
*Lynn A. Drake, MD
*David M. Duffy, MD
*Lawrence F. Eichenfield, MD
*Sorin Eremia, MD
  Michael J. Fazio, MD
  Edgar F. Fincher, MD, PhD
  Helen H. Fincher, MD
  Rebecca Fitzgerald, MD
*Richard E. Fitzpatrick, MD
*Timothy C. Flynn, MD
  Paul M. Friedman, MD
*Ellen C. Gendler, MD
*Mohamed M.F. Ghoz, MD
  Dee Anna Glaser, MD
  Stanley Franklin Glazer, MD
  Michael H. Gold, MD
*David J. Goldberg, MD, JD
*Gerald Goldberg, MD
  Leonard H. Goldberg, MD, FRCP
  Glenn D. Goldman, MD
*Mitchel P. Goldman, MD
*Gregory J. Goodman, MD
*David C. Gorsulowsky, MD
  Hubert T. Greenway, MD
*Roy C. Grekin, MD
*Pearl E. Grimes, MD
  William F. Groff, DO
  Alexander S. Gross, MD
*Melanie C. Grossman, MD
  Elizabeth K. Hale, MD
  Monica L. Halem, MD
  John R. Hamill, MD, PA
  C. William Hanke, MD
*Christopher B. Harmon, MD
  Stephen Noah Horwitz, MD
*George J. Hruza, MD
  Carolyn I. Jacob, MD
  Shangi B. Jiang, MD
  Timothy M. Jochen, MD
  Hillary Johnson, MD, PhD
  Timothy M. Johnson, MD
  Derek H. Jones, MD
*Michael S. Kaminer, MD
*Bruce E. Katz, MD
*Arielle N.B. Kauvar, MD
*David E. Kent, MD
*Douglas J. Key, MD
*Khalilullah A. Khatri, MD
*Suzanne L. Kilmer, MD
*Arash Kimyai-Asadi, MD
  Leon H. Kircik, MD
  D. Scott Karempelis, MD
  Robert C. Langdon, MD
*Gary Lask, MD
*Naomi Lawrence, MD

  Ken K. Lee, MD
  Barry Leshin, MD
  Elie Levy, MD
  Byron L. Limmer, MD
  Mary P. Lupo, MD
  Barry A.S. Lycka, MD
  Deborah F. MacFarlane, MD, MPH
*Mary E. Maloney, MD
  Stephen H. Mandy, MD
  Margaret W. Mann, MD
  Victor J. Marks, MD
  Ellen S. Marmur, MD
*Seth L. Matarasso, MD
*Elizabeth I. McBurney, MD
  Mark A. McCune, MD
  David H. McDaniel, MD
*J. Ramsey Mellette, Jr., MD
*Gregg M. Menaker, MD
  Andrew B. Menkes, MD
  David S. Mezebish, MD
  Christopher J. Miller, MD
*Stanley J. Miller, MD
*Larry E. Millikan, MD
*Gary D. Monheit, MD
  Greg S. Morganroth, MD
*Ronald L. Moy, MD
  Girish S. Munavalli, MD
  Vic A. Narurkar, MD
  Victor A. Neel, MD, PhD
  Mark S. Nestor, MD, PhD
  Isaac M. Neuhaus, MD
*Tri H. Nguyen, MD
*Kevyan Nouri, MD
  Suzan Obagi, MD
*Jorge Ocampo, MD
  Peter B. Odland, MD
  Suzanne M. Olbricht, MD
*David S. Orentreich, MD
  Ariel Ostad, MD, PC
  Melanie Palm, MD, MBA
*Peter J. Panagotacos, MD
*Diamondis J. Papadopoulos, MD
*Maritza I. Perez, MD
*Kevin S. Pinski, MD
  Jeffrey A. Rapaport, MD
*Desiree Ratner, MD
*Barry I. Resnik, MD
  Darrell S. Rigel, MD
  Gary S. Rogers, MD
*Thomas E. Rohrer, MD
  Adam M. Rotunda, MD
*Neil S. Sadick, MD
  Deborah S. Sarnoff, MD
*Roberta D. Sengelmann, MD
  Steven D. Shapiro, MD
  Ronald M. Shelton, MD
  Elisabeth K. Shim, MD
  Laura E. Skellchock, MD
*Jeffrey Alan Sklar, MD
*Stephen N. Snow, MD
*Nowell J. Solish, MD
*Teresa Soriano, MD
  Divya Srivastava, MD
*James M. Spencer, MD
  Dow B. Stough, IV, MD
  Bradley K. Summers, MD
*Neil A. Swanson, MD
  Elizabeth Tanzi, MD
  Amy F. Taub, MD
  R. Stan Taylor, MD
  Priya S. Thakker, MD
*Ella L. Toombs, MD
  Whitney D. Tope, MD
  Abel Torres, MD
  Sandy Tsao, MD
  Yardy Tse, MD
  Allison T. Vidimos Stulz, MD
  Jill S. Waibel, MD
  Jon Ryan Ward, MD
*Susan H. Weinkle, MD
*Margaret A. Weiss, MD
*Robert A. Weiss, MD
*William Phillip Werschler, MD
*Duane C. Whitaker, MD
  Andrea Willey, MD
*Allan S. Wirtzer, MD
  Siegrid Sisin Yu, MD
*Christopher B. Zachary, FRCP
  Martin N. Zaiac, MD
*Daniel Zelac, MD
  Brian D. Zelickson, MD
  David M. Zloty, MD

* recognizes Preceptors volunteering since program inception.


